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Acts 12:18-25
18

The next morning the soldiers were flustered about what had happened to Peter. 19 Herod
called for a thorough search. When Peter didn’t turn up, Herod interrogated the guards and had
them executed. Afterward, Herod left Judea in order to spend some time in Caesarea.
20

Herod had been furious with the people of Tyre and Sidon for some time. They made a pact to
approach him together, since their region depended on the king’s realm for its food supply. They
persuaded Blastus, the king’s personal attendant, to join their cause, then appealed for an end to
hostilities. 21 On the scheduled day Herod dressed himself in royal attire, seated himself on the
throne, and gave a speech to the people. 22 Those assembled kept shouting, over and over, “This
is a god’s voice, not the voice of a mere human!” 23 Immediately an angel from the Lord struck
Herod down, because he didn’t give the honor to God. He was eaten by worms and died.
24

God’s word continued to grow and increase. 25 Barnabas and Saul returned to Antioch from
Jerusalem after completing their mission, bringing with them John, who was also known as
Mark.
The Holy Spirit used unnamed individuals from distant parts of the Roman world
to start the church in Antioch. The church grew rapidly and the council in Jerusalem
sent Barnabas, the encourager, to Antioch. Many more came to the Lord. Barnabas
recruited Saul from Tarsus to come help. They stayed in Antioch a full year. Agabus
prophesied, in the Spirit, that a great famine would come over the entire world. So the
people took up a collection for the relief fund in Jerusalem. They sent Barnabas and
Saul with the money.
They happened to be there while Peter was locked up in prison.
The Scripture reading today ends with Barnabas and Saul bringing John Mark
with them back to Antioch. It was at the home of John Mark’s mother that little Rhoda
heard Peter knocking on the gate in the middle of the night while they were having a
prayer meeting.
Last Sunday we rejoiced that Peter was rescued by God’s angel from prison. We
also asked ourselves why and how do we pray. If God did not answer your prayer, did it
change the way you pray? Does the reality of this world limit your faith in God? Are you
afraid of being disappointed in God? Do you trust God? I encourage you to step into a
prayer life where you let God to be God, where you receive what God has prepared for
you, where you fall in love with the one who loved you first.
Do not think if you put in an hour of prayer you will get a day when everything
goes smoothly. Do not think if you pray the Lord’s Prayer God is obligated to give you
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what you ask for. He is much bigger and much more loving. God sees beyond this world
and beyond what we can see. He truly loves you. Trust that love.

We come back to the Herod Agrippa, the grandson of Herod the Great. He is the
one who killed James and imprisoned Peter. In verse 19 we read that “Herod searched
for Peter but didn't find him, so he questioned the guards and ordered them to be
executed.” One feels sorry for the guards. They were doing their job and through no
fault of their own Peter got away. How often do we feel that life is unfair? It was the
law. If a prisoner escaped, then the guard received the punishment the prisoner would
have received.
Herod moved his court from Judea to Caesarea. It was in Caesarea that, as
Peter preached, the Holy Spirit came into the lives of the Roman centurion and his
household and their friends.
Caesarea was a major port on the Mediterranean coast built by Herod Agrippa’s
grandfather. Tyre and Sidon were port cities just north. There were two ways Herod
could make things very difficult for them. He could deflect the trade that came through
their cities to other ports and he could blockade their food supplies from Palestine. Was
it economic competition? Was it tax collection issues? We do not know. We only know
there was a quarrel and it had serious consequences.
They finally won over Blastus, the king’s personal attendant, who arranged terms
of peace on their behalf.
[21] On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and
delivered a public address to the people. [22] They shouted, ''This is the voice of
a god, not of a man.''
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Josephus, the 1st century Jewish historian wrote, “On the second day of the
festival, Herod put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of a truly wonderful
contexture, and came into the theater early in the morning; at which time the silver of his
garment was illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun’s rays upon it. It shone out
after a surprising manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over those that
looked intently upon him”.
Surely this man loved himself more than anybody else. Surely he needed to be
admired. Obviously he put himself in the position that is to be reserved for God alone.
It is easy to spot that Herod was very wrong in what he said and did. Why is it so
easy to see bad things in others? Surely we know people who are full of themselves
and in need of praise. We all know those who have to be up front and recognized. At
the same time, it is so hard to immediately think, “Oh, it is me.”
I enjoy so much to have the right answers. It feels so good when you argue and
in the end you prove you are right. When Andrew and I have an argument and I win, I
always look at Andrew and say, so, tell me who was right? Oh, Lord, have mercy on
me. When is the last time, you or I admitted that we made a mistake? Our minds are
clever at finding ways to get out of admitting a fault. We can prove that we were right, at
least partially. In my morning devotion I came again to realize that God’s way of
kingdom living is very opposite from the world. Being right in God’s eyes is opposite
from being right in other people’s eyes. I can win the argument or even prove my
righteousness but will likely lose the person. In so doing I sacrifice opportunities to grow,
to love, or convey God’s mercy and grace.
Those of you who have kids know very well how important and how hard it is to
be just. How many times do I hear: “That’s not fair, Emma watched TV 2 minutes
longer?” “Mommy, Wesley took my candy. He has to give it back to me.”
When Andrew was young he had to share treats with his sister. He would be the
one to cut the cake or candy bar or apple, but his sister had first choice of which piece.
He got pretty good at cutting it into equal parts.
Like children, we keep trying to prove we are innocent victims or that we were not
treated fairly. We want to prove that we are right and think that we must fight for our
rights. When a sibling takes some of my French fries at McDonalds, I want to either get
justice or, at least, get her in trouble with Mom or Dad.
I believe nobody in this church wants to hurt another person. I have to talk to
myself when I hear something not pleasant. I have to breath in, take a step back and
say to myself, “They are not against you, Jolita. It most likely has nothing to do with you.
Think of the bigger picture. Always choose love.”
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When somebody is mean to you or life is not fair, when your sibling takes your
French fries, do not try to get them back. Give them your milkshake, too. That is so
opposite for our logical, worldly thinking. Yes, the one who slapped you in the face is
wrong. Jesus said, “Turn the other cheek.”
Herod Agrippa did everything so he could to be admired and praised. All the
attention was on him. He cared about only one thing: him.
God let Herod Agrippa to be on His throne. God let him even that morning to
dress up in the most astonishing robe. God let all this happen. It is God who humbled
Herod Agrippa. It was not people. Even though it is as sweet as it can be and tempting
to humble someone, especially when they are full of themselves, it is God’s place to
take care of matters. “So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and
at the right time he will lift you up in honor” (I Peter 5:6). Humble others? No,
humble yourself. God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. (James 4:6).
Who deals with the proud? Not me. It is not my job to make others humble.
When God talks about being humble, he is talking to me. We all know the
arrogant and self-centered around us. We would like to bring them down a notch or two.
God says to me: “Jolita, you must be humble.” It is hard not to think about others, but
God tells me He will take care of things.
The serpent told Adam and Eve that, if they ate the fruit, their eyes would be
opened and they would be like God. Pride is so tempting.
Lucifer fell from heaven because of the sin of pride.
In the wilderness, Satan tempted Jesus with pride. Each of the temptations
begin with: “If you are the Son of God, then….” Of course he is the Son of God, but he
resisted the pride that comes with proving it.
There is a list called The Seven Deadly Sins. Pride is one of them.
There is even a saying that we all have heard. “Pride cometh before the fall.”
Those assembled kept shouting, over and over, “This is a god’s voice, not
the voice of a mere human!” 23 Immediately an angel from the Lord struck Herod
down, because he didn’t give glory to God. He was eaten by worms and died.
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What a gruesome way to die! I wonder if the Jews thought of Isaiah 14:11 “Your
music and your pomp have been brought down to Sheol. Maggots are spread out as
your bed beneath you and worms are your covering.”
Jesus quoted Isaiah when he described hell as the place where the worms never
die and the fire is not quenched.
The key words are: “because he did not give glory to God.” What does it
mean to give glory to God?
The Bible tells us: “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for
the glory of God.” What does that look like?

Have you ever been to a Christian concert where people clap after being moved
by the performer's skill? Most of the time, the artists will respond, "All glory belongs to
God." Yet, by their body language, they communicate they enjoy the applause and
attention. So what does it mean to do everything for the glory of God?
Tim Tebow was criticized because he would kneel to pray after scoring a
touchdown.
Imagine that a newly minted military officer has just taken command of a military
base. A private knocks on his office door. The officer wants to look important. So he
picks up the phone and pretends to have a conversation. “Yes, General. I will get right
on it. You can count on me, sir." He hangs up the phone and turns to the private: "Okay,
private, what do you want?" The private looks confused. "I'm here to hook up your
phone, sir." Accumulating glory for ourselves never works. We just look silly.
We crave glory and recognition. We want bragging rights.
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One day Moses was talking with God, and he said, "Show me your glory.”
(Exodus 33). The Lord said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you." In
other words, the most glorious thing about God is not his power, majesty, strength; the
most glorious thing about God is how good He is.
Part of what it means to give glory to God is to die to the self-glorification project.
One of the little ways I remind myself to be humble is that I write my name most of the
time with a lower case j. I know it is not grammatically correct, but every time I choose
to write with little j, I remind myself that I am little. God is capital. I do not like to put any
title before my name. I remind myself that I am a servant. Jesus was the perfect
example how to give glory to the Father. Only though Him can I choose to obey.
In John 17, Jesus prayed to the Father, “The glory which You have given Me I
have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one.”
Luke ends chapter 12 beautifully. 24 God’s word continued to grow and increase.
The Herods of this world, with their presumed powers, will all pass away, but God’s
Word abideth forever.

It is by the power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus was raised from the dead. It is by
the power of the Holy Spirit that we have joy, peace and hope in a very unfair cruel
world. It is by the power of the Holy Spirit we are able to put our faith in Christ and have
our sins forgiven. It is by the power of the Holy Spirit we are given eternal life.
In Revelation millions of angels sing praises along with the millions of saints in
heaven. “Worthy is the lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and
might and blessing and honor and glory forever and ever.”
How are we going to give God glory individually and as a church?
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