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“The Power of the Gospel”

The next day he got up and went with them, together with some of the believers from Joppa.

2% They arrived in Caesarea the following day. Anticipating their arrival, Cornelius had gathered
his relatives and close friends. 2° As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his
feet in order to honor him. *° But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Get up! Like you, I’'m just a
human.” %’ As they continued to talk, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people.

28 He said to them, “You all realize that it is forbidden for a Jew to associate or visit with
outsiders. However, God has shown me that I should never call a person impure or unclean.

2 For this reason, when you sent for me, I came without objection. I want to know, then, why
you sent for me.”

Peter said, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people over
another. *° Rather, in every nation, whoever worships him and does what is right is acceptable to
him. *® This is the message of peace he sent to the Israelites by proclaiming the good news
through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all! >’ You know what happened throughout Judea, beginning
in Galilee after the baptism John preached. *® You know about Jesus of Nazareth, whom God
anointed with the Holy Spirit and endowed with power. Jesus traveled around doing good and
healing everyone oppressed by the devil because God was with him. * We are witnesses of
everything he did, both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree,
““but God raised him up on the third day and allowed him to be seen, *' not by everyone but by
us. We are witnesses whom God chose beforehand, who ate and drank with him after God raised
him from the dead. ** He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. ** All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

** While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell on everyone who heard the word. ** The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit
had been poured out even on the Gentiles. * They heard them speaking in other languages and
praising God. Peter asked, *” “These people have received the Holy Spirit just as we have. Surely
no one can stop them from being baptized with water, can they?” *® He directed that they be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited Peter to stay for several days.

Last Sunday | promised to finish my story of the garbage cans. So what did it
take to exchange our old can that belonged to the previous company that do not pick up
garbage anymore? Six weeks of persistence and talking to the right people. At first the
answer was “absolutely not.” The last time | called Republic Service | was connected
with a different manager. “Absolutely Not” became: “Yes, of course you are our
customers. Yes, | understand it is our purpose to serve well. | hear what you are saying.
| will open a case and | think we will be able to solve the problem”.

Peter last Sunday said: “Absolutely Not!” He saw the craziest vision of unclean

animals and was told to kill and eat them. Peter replied, “Absolutely not”, because he
knew God'’s law. He knew what is right. He would never defile himself. Three times he
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